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Course Description
This seminar will involve the study of various theoretical frameworks, including critical pedagogy, feminist pedagogy, care, and sociocultural perspectives, to develop an understanding of how issues of disability, culture, language, care, privilege, race, poverty, and sexism impact early care and education for culturally, linguistically, and ability diverse young children and their families. The effect that knowledge, authority, voice, and power has on relationships between early educators and children and families, society and power structures, researchers and marginalized communities, and educational systems and services for young children will be discussed and analyzed. Dialogic methods, dilemmas, critical reflection, and in-depth study will be used to promote the examination of own biographies and cultural lens, assumptions about role of early educators, meaning of social justice, and implementation of culturally responsive and appropriate early care and education practices for diverse young children. 

Objectives/Competencies

Learners will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate a deep understanding of the theories and practices underlying critical and transformative early care and education through their oral presentations and written products.

2. Integrate their understanding of various theoretical frameworks in their discussions of issues, dilemmas, and practices impacting services for diverse learners, 

3. Critically examine assumptions underlying research-based practices and services for diverse learners.

4. Demonstrate an understanding of the theories guiding critical reflection and the ability and commitment to applying critical reflection to their practice and professional development. 

5. Critically examine an issue, force, practice, or institution impacting the lives of culturally, linguistically, and ability diverse young children and their families by conducting an extensive review of the literature and ensuring the voice of the families and communities is represented.

Course Context

This seminar is appropriate and relevant for students from various disciplines such as early childhood special education, early childhood education, educational psychology, literacy, multicultural/multilingual education, and special education. It is being offered as a part of a new program concentration that addresses early intervention and early childhood special education. The program description follows.

The early childhood doctoral program uses an integrated approach from early childhood special education, early childhood education, bilingual/ESL education, multicultural education and critical pedagogy to explore policies, research and practices related to early care and education. The program is committed to the development of critical thinkers who are able to explore and act on issues of power, class, race, and social justice as they impact culturally and linguistically diverse young children, including those with disabilities, and their families.

CEHD Syllabus Statements of Expectations 

The College of Education and Human Development (CEHD) expects that all students abide by the following:

Students are expected to exhibit professional behavior and dispositions. See www.gse.gmu.edu for a listing of these dispositions.  

Students must follow the guidelines of the University Honor Code. See http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/#TOC_H12 for the full honor code. 

Students must agree to abide by the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing. See https://mail.gmu.edu  and click on Responsible Use of Computing at the bottom of the screen. 

Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with the GMU Disability Resource Center (DRC) and inform the instructor, in writing, at the beginning of the semester. See www.gmu.edu/student/drc  or call 703-993-2474 to access the DRC.

Note: To determine whether the campus is closed due to inclement weather, call 703-993-1000 or go to www.gmu.edu
Nature of Course Delivery

Learning activities include the following: 

1. Seminar discussion and active participation.

2. Online discussions 

3. Independent library research and Field Work on Social Justice Issue

4. Student leadership of specific discussions

Course Readings:
Required Texts 
1. Brookfield, S. D. (2005). The power of critical theory: Liberating adult learning and teaching. Jossey-Bass. ISBN: 0-7879-5601-5 

2. Dixson, A. D. & Rousseau, C. K. (2006). Critical race theory in education: All God's children got a song.  New York: Routledge. ISBN: 0-415-95292-1

3. Gabel, S. L. (2005). Disability studies in education: Readings in theory and method. Peter Lang. ISBN: 1548-7210 

4. Kendall, F. E.  (2006). Understanding White privilege: Creating pathways to authentic relationships across race. New York: Routledge. ISBN: 0-415-95180-1 
Required Articles Online 
CLASP (2007). The challenges of change: Learning from the child care and early education experiences of immigrant families.
Connell, R. W. (Summer 1994).  Poverty and education. Harvard Educational Review, 64(2), 125-149.

Lepage-Lees, P. (1997). From disadvantaged girls to successful women: Women and resiliency.Westport,CO: Praeger. (Excerpt of story)
Noddings, N. Teaching themes of caring. The Education Digest, 1995, 61(3), 24-28.

Smith, R. (Nov/Dec 2003). Race, poverty, and special education: Apprenticeships for prison work. Poverty & Race, 12(6). 
Thompson, A. Not for the color purple: Black feminist lessons for educational caring. Harvard Educational Review,1998, 68 (4), 522-554.
Recommended Readings 

Brooks, A. (1997). Postfeminism: Feminism, cultural theory, and cultural forms. London; Routledge. 

Dahlberg, G. & Moss, P. (1999). Beyond quality in early childhood education.  Philadelphia: 

Falmer Press. 

Daniels, H. (2001). Vygotsky and pedagogy. New York: Routledge/Farmer.
Darder, A. & Baltodano, M. (2008).  The critical pedagogy reader, 2nd Ed. New York: Routledge. ISBN: 0415961203
Delgado, R., & Stefancic, J. (1999).  Critical race theory, 2nd Ed. Philadelphia: Temple University Press

Freire, P.  (latest). Pedagogy of the oppressed.  New York: Continuum.  ISBN 0-8264-0611-4

Gallagher, D., Heshustus, R., Iano, R. P., & Skrtic, T. M. (2004). Challenging orthodoxy in special education: Dissenting voices. Denver, CO: Love Publishing. ISBN 0-89108-301-4 
hooks, b. (2000). Where we stand: Class matters. New York: Routledge.

Noddings, N. (2003). Caring: A feminine approach to caring and moral education. Berkley: University of California Press.

Noddings, N (2002). Educating moral people: A caring alternative to character education. New York: Teachers College Press.  

Noddings, N. (2006 ). Critical lessons: What our schools should teach. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Skrtic, T.M.  (1995).  Disability and democracy: Deconstructing (special) education for post modernity.  New York: Teachers College Press.

Shor, I. (1992). Empowering education. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.  

Sleeter, C. E., & McLauren, P. L. (Eds). Multicultural education, critical pedagogy and politics of difference. Albany: State University of New York Press.
Trifonas, P. P. (2003). Pedagogies of difference: Rethinking education for social change. New York: Routledge-Falmer. ISBN:0-415-93149-5 
Van Ausdale, D. & Feagin, J. R. (2001). The first R: How children learn race and racism. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield. ISBN:0-8476-8862-3

Wink, J.  (2000). Critical Pedagogy: Notes from the real world. New York: Addison Wesley  

Longman. ISBN: 0-8013-3257-5.

Class Topics and Schedule
	Date
	Topic
	Reading/Assignment

	Class 1
Aug 28
	Introduction to Course and Syllabus 
Personal Stories/biographies, and dilemmas

Poverty
	In Class: Excerpt of story by Lepage-Lees (1997) 

	Class 2
Sept 4
	Introduction to the Power of Critical Theory
Poverty, Race, and Special Education

Poverty and Schooling
	Textbook Reading: Brookfield, Chap 1-2
Reading from Blackboard: Connell: Poverty and education. 
Smith: Race, poverty, and special education 

Reflect & Share in class: Your Early Memories: What class were you born into? How has your class affected your life? When did you first become aware of poverty?

	Class 3
Sept 11
	Continuation of Foundations of Critical Theory: Ideology and Hegemony
Becoming a Critically Reflective Educator

Young Children

Immigration

Culture
Language
	Textbook Reading: Brookfield, Chap 3-4
Reading from Blackboard: CLASP: Learning from the child care and early education experiences of immigrant families
Reflect and Share in Class: What has made it difficult or challenging for you to become a critically reflective educator? What has made it easy?

	Class 4
Sept 18
	Continuation of Foundations of Critical Theory: Power and Alienation

Care theory
Queer theory 
Voice

Personal Stories

Feminist Pedagogy
	Textbook Reading: 
Brookfield, Chap 5-6
Reading from Blackboard:

Noddings: Teaching themes of caring. 
Thompson: Black feminist lessons for educational caring. 

Reflect and Share: What is the role of culture in reflection?

Due: Dilemma #1 (Ch, 1-4) 

	Class 5
Sept 25
	Understanding White Privilege and Social Justice

Implications to transforming early care and education of culturally, linguistically and ability diverse (CLAD) young children  
Critical Analysis 
	Textbook Reading:
Kendall, Chap 1-4

Team Facilitation

Due: Dilemma #2 (Ch 5-6) 

	Class 6
Oct 2
	Understanding White Privilege and Social Justice
Implications to transforming early care and education of CLAD young children
Critical Analysis
	Textbook Reading:
Kendall, Chap 5-8

Online Team Facilitation

	Class 7
Oct 9
	Disability Studies in Education
Implications to transforming early care and education of CLAD young children
Critical Analysis
	Textbook Reading:
Gabel, Ch 1-5

Team Facilitation

Due: Dilemma #3 

	Class 8
Oct 16
	Disability Studies in Education
Implications to transforming early care and education of CLAD young children
Critical Analysis
	Textbook Reading:
Gabel, Ch 5-10

Online Team Facilitation

Due: Research Topic/Issue 

	Class 9 
Oct 23
	Critical Race Theory in Education
Implications to transforming early care and education of CLAD young children
Critical Analysis
	Textbook Reading:
Team Facilitation

Due: Dilemma #4 

	Oct 30
No Class
	Library Work
	

	Class 10
Nov 6
	Critical Race Theory in Education
Implications to transforming early care and education of CLAD young children
Critical Analysis
	Textbook Reading:
Online Team Facilitation

	Classes 11
Nov 13
	Continuation of Foundations of Critical Theory: Learning Liberation
Implications to transforming early care and education of CLAD young children
Critical Analysis
	Textbook Reading:
Brookfield, Chap 7

Due: Dilemma #5 

	Class 12
Nov 20
	Continuation of Foundations of Critical Theory: Learning Democracy 
 Implications to transforming early care and education of CLAD young children
Critical Analysis
	Textbook Reading:
Brookfield, Chap 9



	Class 13-14
Dec 4 & 11
	Transformative Education and Social Justice Issue
	Individual Final Presentations


Evaluation
	Graded Assignments
	Due Dates
	Points

	Class and Online Participation (10)


	Ongoing
	10 

	Seminar Leadership (10) and Online Facilitation (5)
	Ongoing
	15

	Five Dilemmas (One per Book/Topic ) and Critical Reflections (5 points each)
	Ongoing
	25

	Transformative Education and Social Justice Issue 
	Last Class
	50

	     TOTAL
	
	100


Overview Description of Assignments

1. In-Class and Online Participation (10 points)

Active participation, engagement, and preparation are imperative for optimal learning.  Excessive absences may affect class participation points.
In-class and online activities will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

The student

· Completes readings and activities prior to class as is evidenced by the ability to discuss and write about the concepts presented and examined in the texts.
· Participates in dialogic activities, sharing personal dilemmas, and submitting assignments in a timely fashion.
· Actively engages in class and online learning experiences 
· Supports the participation, learning, and critical reflection of classmates.

· Reflects critically on topics and issues addressed in class.
2. Seminar Leadership (10 points) and Online Facilitation (5 points)
Students will lead a seminar and online discussion on one of the assigned textbooks. Students will prepare a two session multimedia learning experience to emphasize the author’s key ideas. The first session will include a mini-lecture and involve the class in dialogic activities focused on gaining a deep understanding of the critical theoretical perspective presented by the author. As a culminating activity, seminar leaders are to stimulate critical reflection and dialogue through the creative use of music, film, personal stories, interviews, newspaper clippings, photos, art, and any other relevant material or resource to further highlight the author’s key ideas and help the class critically apply the author’s views. The goal of the second session is to further examine the underlying principles presented by the author and to apply the principles to issues facing CLAD children, especially those living in poverty. Students are to post on Blackboard a peer reviewed research article that highlights a social justice issue affecting diverse young children and their families. Seminar leaders will facilitate the online discussion and critical reflection using the critical framework presented by the author. It is expected that critical theory and research be used to deconstruct the social justice issue impacting the lives of diverse communities. Additionally, the seminar leaders should allow time for the participants to address questions, concerns/challenges and to consider what would help them to implement the authors’ ideas in their personal life or in their work with diverse communities.  

The student will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
· Develops a creative and critically reflective activity that encourages the examination of issues of power, class, race, and social justice impacting culturally and linguistically diverse (CLAD) young children, including those with disabilities, and their families, especially those living in poverty. 
· Develops a mini-lecture that demonstrates a clear and deep understanding of the main points associated with the selected theoretical framework and the implications for transforming the early care and education of CLAD young children.  

· Selects an appropriate peer reviewed research article examining a social justice issue impacting diverse children and families.    

· Facilitates the discussion in a way that engages all participants in dialogue and analysis of theory, research, and social justice issue. 

· Closes the discussion with a clear and concise summary of the main points and helps the class consider how the readings and issue impacts their role as future researchers and leaders. 

3. Dilemmas and Critical Reflections (25 Points)

Students will submit five critical reflections linking readings, social issues, and their own personal biographies. These short one to two page critical reflections are to help students explore their own social cultural context, including examining their assumptions and teaching practices. Students are encouraged to use this opportunity to critically reflect on their early experiences and/or dilemmas and issues of power, class, race, privilege and social justice that are present in the wider society and always intrude into the classroom. These reflections are to be written as personal narratives. 
Student will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
· Connects personal experiences to theory, research, and social justice issues discussed in class

· Questions assumptions underlying dilemma or personal experience

· Reflects on issues of power, class, race, privilege, and social justice influencing personal narrative 

· Explores the social, cultural, historical, and economic context of the issue 
4. Transformative Education and Social Justice Issue (50 Points)

This assignment includes four parts: literature review of a social justice issue, family and community perspective of social justice issue, analysis of the social justice issue based on appropriate theoretical and research framework, and a personal critical reflection. Students will conduct a comprehensive and integrated review of the literature related to a social justice issue that impacts diverse children and their families. The social justice issue should significantly impact the early care and education of culturally, linguistically, and ability diverse young children and their families. Students are also expected to give voice to the perspective of families and communities. Students will conduct fieldwork in the community. The goal of the fieldwork component is to help students understand the social justice issue from the perspective of the family and community and to gather insight on how the social justice issue is viewed and personally experienced by the community. Students will select and develop a conceptual framework appropriate to the social justice issue to be analyzed. The selected and appropriate theoretical perspective and relevant research will be used as frameworks to critically examine the social justice issue, including exploring the forces, practices, or institutions involved in the issue. Selection and review of the appropriate conceptual or theoretical framework is a significant aspect of this assignment. It is expected that an extensive review of the conceptually appropriate literature and research will be conducted and used to critically analyze the social justice issue. Students are expected to include their own critical reflections as part of this paper. Critical reflection should be evident in a separate section at the end of the paper.  It is expected that this paper should be about 20-pages long and follow APA guidelines. 

Student will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

· Presents a clear and comprehensive conceptual framework appropriate for the critical analysis of the social justice issue (10 points).

· Presents detailed and accurate information on a social justice issue that impacts the early care and education of culturally, linguistically, and ability diverse young children and their families (10 points).  

· Gathers and retells the family and community story related to the social justice issue (10 points). 
· Reflects on the process, issue, analysis, and own journey as a critical learner (10 points). 

· Follows APA style, including the use of citations and a reference list to support findings (5 points).

· Presents a 15-minute informative, accurate, and engaging overview of the paper (5 points)
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Critical Dilemma and Reflection
Name: ______________________________________

Date: 
______________________________________

Link to Reading:___________________________________________________

Describe a time that reminds you of a social issue and the ideas presented by author. Use the back of this form or add another sheet of paper to tell your personal story.  Pay close attention to the social cultural context of your story. 

Critically reflect on the assumptions, social cultural context, issues of power, class, race, gender, privilege and social justice reflected in your story. Think about how they are present in your life and in the wider society. Use another page or the back of this form to critically reflect on the story and its meaning.  
Grading Scale


A 	94 – 100 


A- 	90 – 93


B+  	87 – 89


B 	83 – 86


B- 	80 – 82 


C  	70 – 79 
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