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Special Education Content Standard #9: Professional and Ethical Practice

Special educators are guided by the profession’s ethical and professional practice standards. Special
educators practice in multiple roles and complex situations across wide age and developmental ranges.
Their practice requires ongoing attention to legal matters along with serious professional and ethical
considerations. Special educators engage in professional activities and participate in learning
communities that benefit individuals with ELN, their families, colleagues, and their own professional
growth. Special educators view themselves as lifelong learners and regularly reflect on and adjust their
practice. Special educators are aware of how their own and others attitudes, behaviors, and ways of
communicating can influence their practice. Special educators understand that culture and language can
interact with exceptionalities, and are sensitive to the many aspects of diversity of individuals with ELN
and their families. Special educators actively plan and engage in activities that foster their professional
growth and keep them current with evidence-based best practices. Special educators know their own
limits of practice and practice within them.

Beginning special educators demonstrate their mastery of this standard through the mastery of the CEC

Common Core Knowledge and Skills, as well as through the appropriate CEC Specialty Area(s)
Knowledge and Skills for which the preparation program is preparing candidates.

1. What is this artifact?

2. How does it relate to the standard above?
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