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Special Education Content Standard #5: Learning Environments and Social Interactions

Special educators actively create learning environments for individuals with ELN that foster cultural
understanding, safety and emotional well-being, positive social interactions, and active engagement of
individuals with ELN. In addition, special educators foster environments in which diversity is valued
and individuals are taught to live harmoniously and productively in a culturally diverse world. Special
educators shape environments to encourage the independence, self-motivation, self-direction, personal
empowerment, and self-advocacy of individuals with ELN. Special educators help their general
education colleagues integrate individuals with ELN in regular environments and engage them in
meaningful learning activities and interactions. Special educators use direct motivational and
instructional interventions with individuals with ELN to teach them to respond effectively to current
expectations. When necessary, special educators can safely intervene with individuals with ELN in
crisis. Special educators coordinate all these efforts and provide guidance and direction to paraeducators
and others, such as classroom volunteers and tutors.

Beginning special educators demonstrate their mastery of this standard through the mastery of the CEC
Common Core Knowledge and Skills, as well as through the appropriate CEC Specialty Area(s)
Knowledge and Skills for which the preparation program is preparing candidates.

1. What is this artifact?

2. How does it relate to the standard above?
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